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Comparing the Two Accounts of Creation

Genesis 1:1-2:3
Genesis 1:1 In the beginning when God created the heavens and the
earth, ? the earth was a formless void and darkness covered the face of
the deep, while a wind from God swept over the face of the waters. *
Then God said, "Let there be light"; and there was light. * And God
saw that the light was good; and God separated the light from the
darkness.® God called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night.
And there was evening and there was morning, the first day.® And God
said, "Let there be a dome in the midst of the waters, and let it separate
the waters from the waters."” So God made the dome and separated the
waters that were under the dome from the waters that were above the
dome. And it was so. * God called the dome Sky. And there was
evening and there was morning, the second day.’ And God said, "Let
the waters under the sky be gathered together into one place, and let
the dry land appear." And it was so.'* God called the dry land Earth,
and the waters that were gathered together he called Seas. And God
saw that it was good. ' Then God said, "Let the earth put forth
vegetation: plants yielding seed, and fruit trees of every kind on earth
that bear fruit with the seed in it." And it was so. '* The earth brought
forth vegetation: plants yielding seed of every kind, and trees of every
kind bearing fruit with the seed in it. And God saw that it was good. "
And there was evening and there was morning, the third day. '* And
God said, "Let there be lights in the dome of the sky to separate the
day from the night; and let them be for signs and for seasons and for
days and years, * and let them be lights in the dome of the sky to give
light upon the earth." And it was so. '* God made the two great lights--
the greater light to rule the day and the lesser light to rule the night--
and the stars. '” God set them in the dome of the sky to give light upon
the earth, '* to rule over the day and over the night, and to separate the
light from the darkness. And God saw that it was good. '* And there
was evening and there was morning, the fourth day. ** And God said,
"Let the waters bring forth swarms of living creatures, and let birds fly
above the earth across the dome of the sky."?' So God created the great
sea monsters and every living creature that moves, of every kind, with
which the waters swarm, and every winged bird of every kind. And
God saw that it was good.? God blessed them, saying, "Be fruitful and
multiply and fill the waters in the seas, and let birds multiply on the
earth."* And there was evening and there was morning, the fifth day.
* And God said, "Let the earth bring forth living creatures of every
kind: cattle and creeping things and wild animals of the earth of every
kind." And it was so.* God made the wild animals of the earth of
every kind, and the cattle of every kind, and everything that creeps
upon the ground of every kind. And God saw that it was good. ** Then
God said, "Let us make humankind in our image, according to our
likeness; and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over
the birds of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the wild animals
of the earth, and over every creeping thing that creeps upon the earth.”
7 So God created humankind in his image, in the image of God he
created them; male and female he created them. *® God blessed them,
and God said to them, "Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth and
subdue it; and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds
of the air and over every living thing that moves upon the earth."* God
said, "See, I have given you every plant yielding seed that is upon the
face of all the earth, and every tree with seed in its fruit; you shall have
them for food. ** And to every beast of the earth, and to every bird of
the air, and to everything that creeps on the earth, everything that has

the breath of life, I have given every green plant for food." And it was
s0.%! God saw everything that he had made, and indeed, it was very
good. And there was evening and there was morning, the sixth day. 2:1
Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all their multitude.
> And on the seventh day God finished the work that he had done, and
he rested on the seventh day from all the work that he had done.* So
God blessed the seventh day and hallowed it, because on it God rested
from all the work that he had done in creation.

Genesis 2:4-25

Genesis 2:4 These are the generations of the heavens and the earth
when they were created. In the day that the LORD God made the earth
and the heavens, * when no plant of the field was yet in the earth and
no herb of the field had yet sprung up-- for the LORD God had not
caused it to rain upon the earth, and there was no one to till the ground;
¢ but a stream would rise from the earth, and water the whole face of
the ground--’ then the LORD God formed man from the dust of the
ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and the man
became a living being. * And the LORD God planted a garden in Eden,
in the east; and there he put the man whom he had formed.® Out of the
ground the LORD God made to grow every tree that is pleasant to the
sight and good for food, the tree of life also in the midst of the garden,
and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. '* A river flows out of
Eden to water the garden, and from there it divides and becomes four
branches. !' The name of the first is Pishon; it is the one that flows
around the whole land of Havilah, where there is gold;'* and the gold
of that land is good; bdellium and onyx stone are there. '* The name of
the second river is Gihon; it is the one that flows around the whole
land of Cush. "* The name of the third river is Tigris, which flows east
of Assyria. And the fourth river is the Euphrates. '* The LORD God
took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to till it and keep it. '
And the LORD God commanded the man, "You may freely eat of every
tree of the garden; '’ but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil
you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall die."'® Then
the LORD God said, "It is not good that the man should be alone; I will
make him a helper as his partner." ' So out of the ground the LORD
God formed every animal of the field and every bird of the air, and
brought them to the man to see what he would call them; and whatever
the man called every living creature, that was its name. ** The man
gave names to all cattle, and to the birds of the air, and to every animal
of the field; but for the man there was not found a helper as his partner.
! So the LORD God caused a deep sleep to fall upon the man, and he
slept; then he took one of his ribs and closed up its place with flesh.
And the rib that the LORD God had taken from the man he made into
a woman and brought her to the man. ** Then the man said, "This at
last is bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh; this one shall be called
Woman, for out of Man this one was taken."** Therefore a man leaves
his father and his mother and clings to his wife, and they become one
flesh. > And the man and his wife were both naked, and were not
ashamed.



Genesis 1:1-2:3
1. The description is very orderly, i.e. everything was done in proper
order. Example: On the 1* day.... On the 2" day..... On the third .....
ete.
2. God speaks the word, issues the command and everything is
created by God’s command.
3. Humankind is created in the image of God (imago Dei). And God
declares everything that God has done is good. (Verse 26)

4. The Hebrew word D:T§ (adam) can be translated man or

humankind). (Vs. 26)
5. God creates everything, brings order out of chaos and continues to
create into the present and beyond.

6. Man and woman are created at the same time both male and
female. (Vs. 27)

7. The Hebrew word used for God is D‘Tﬁx (eloheim).

8. Written sometime around (587-529 BCE) during the Babylonian
captivity.

9. Written to celebrate and affirm the sovereign power of God and
challenge the pagan gods of Babylon.

10. Focus is on the awesome, transcendent, power of God to speak and
bring forth creation and order out of chaos.

11. It should also be noted that the Hebrew word TT]U Chavvah

(khav-vaw') Often translated “Eve” also means “life” or “living”
(See Genesis 3:20 & Genesis 4:1).

Genesis 2:4-25
1. The setting is a garden, an agricultural context. A much older
narrative.
2. God is portrayed as more intimate, directly involved in forming

humankind (man) D:T;SI (adam) out of the dust of the ground

ﬁfgj}ﬁ (adamah). Vs. 7. (Note the Hebrew play on words and the

connection and similarity between the Hebrew words for humankind
“adam” and the dust of the earth “adamah”).
3. God’s intimate involvement in the creation continues with God

breathing ﬂ@g (naphach) into humankind the breath of life

and man (humankind) becomes a living being, a soul WDJ

(nephesh). (Note again the similarity between the Hebrew
words for “God’s breathing” and humankind’s status as a living
being, a soul. From the Hebrew Old Testament we learn that we are
not given a soul, we become a soul by virtue of our being created
and given the breath of life by God).

4. The order of creation in this account is very different from the
account of creation in Genesis 1.

5. Hunankind (man) is created first and all the creatures later.
Humankind participates in the naming of all the creatures.

6. Woman is created later as a suitable helpmate, companion, for
man. (Vs. 20-24)

7. The Hebrew word used for God is TT]?TT (Yahweh). This is the

most sacred name for God, which Jews never speak out of reverence
for God.

Some Ideas for Consideration
Recognizing that the Hebrew word O j§ (adam) can also be translated “humankind” and that the Hebrew word TTEU

Chavvah (khav-vaw') which is often translated “Eve” also means “life” or “living”, many scholars and theologians
point out that the two Genesis accounts of creation reveal transcendent, God given truths which are relevant and
applicable to all of humanity in all periods of history, despite differences of nationality, ethnicity, religion, education
or cultural contexts.

From the above comparison, it is obvious that there are a lot of differences between these two accounts of creation,
especially with regards to the HOW and WHEN of creation.

But there are several key ways in which these two accounts of creation agree and are consistent. They both affirm the
WHO and the WHY of creation.

Most biblical scholars and theologians, including Lutherans as well, recognize that the Bible is primarily interested in
answering the questions surrounding the WHO and the WHY of creation. They also realize that science, biology,
paleontology (study of fossils) are gifts from God and ways of using our God given capacities of reason and
observation. These fields of study are primarily interested in answering the questions surrounding the HOW and
WHEN of creation.

To try and extract or construct a detailed description of the HOW and WHEN of creation from the Bible is to try and
get an answer to a question that the Bible is not attempting to answer.

And, likewise, for science to try and answer the WHO and the WHY of creation or to deny that God is responsible for
the wonders of creation is to seek an answer to a question that science and reason are not capable of answering.
THE BOTTOM LINE: The biblical witness affirms that God is the source and creator of all things and God did
this as an expression and extension of God’s love and will. How and When all of this took place is the role of God’s
gifts of science and reason which draw us into the wonderful and amazing process of discovery. Evidence may confirm
that evolution and natural selection are the tools and means God used and is still using to bring all of creation into being.
On the other hand, we may discover that God used some even more amazing process. As long as we know the WHO
and WHY of creation, we can live with some unanswered questions regarding the How and When of creation.
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