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PHILADELPHIA EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH

1910 Philadelphia Church Road, Dallas, North Carolina 28034

Philadelphia's 243   Anniversary in Mission (1767-2010)rd

Third Sunday in Lent
(Lectionary Series C)

March 7, 2010                                                                                    11:00 A.M.

THE LITURGY-THE PUBLIC WORK OF THE PEOPLE OF GOD

Evangelical Lutheran Worship - Setting 1

Prelude Prayer: Almighty and gracious God, in today’s Scripture lessons and

especially in today’s Gospel narrative which concludes with Jesus’ Parable

of the Unproductive Fig Tree, we are confronted with the sobering and

unsettling reality of your inescapable and scathing displeasure with Sin and

relentless call to repentance. At the same time, we are comforted with the

Good News of your life transforming grace and extraordinary patience. In

joy, thanksgiving and hope, we worship You and serve others. In Christ’s

name, we pray. Amen.

Theme of the Day:         “God’s Gift and Call to Repentance”

Announcements:

 Processional:          “Chief of Sinners Though I Be” ELW # 609

 The Invocation pg. 94

(We receive the sign of the Cross in remembrance of our Baptism)

 The Confession of Sins pg. 95

 Prayer of Preparation pg. 95

*Prayer of Confession pg. 95

*The Declaration for Forgiveness pg. 96

 The Apostolic Greeting pg. 98

 The Kyrie pg. 98

 Hymn of Praise:  “Glory to God in the Highest....” pg. 99

 The Prayer of the Day (Insert)

 First Lesson: Isaiah 55:1-9

 Congregational Response: “Thanks be to God.”

 The Psalmody  (Sung by Cantor) (Insert)

 Second Lesson: 1 Corinthians 10:1-13

 Congregational Response: “Thanks be to God.”

 Gospel Acclamation (Lent): “Let your steadfast love....” pg. 103

GATHERING

WORD
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 The Gospel is Announced pg. 103

 Congregational Response: “Glory to You, O Lord.” pg. 103

 Gospel Lesson: Luke 13:1-9

 Congregational Response: “Praise to you, O Christ.” pg. 103

 Sermon: “Confronted and Comforted Amidst God’s Call to Repentance”

 Hymn:              “O Living Bread from heaven” ELW # 542

Apostles’ Creed (Used during the Season of Lent) pg. 105

*Prayers of Intercession pg. 105

A: Gathered by the Spirit, let us return to the Lord our God and pray for the

church, the world, and all who yearn for new life. We offer our prayers in

confidence that God loves and listens to us. Merciful God, you call your

church to be a witness to your steadfast love. Grant that the work of

ministers, teachers, missionaries, relief workers, and all the baptized may be

faithful and fruitful. Lord in your mercy,

C: hear our prayer.

A: Creating God, all you have made is good. Teach us to care for the

earth, the sea, the sky, and all living things with love and reverence. Lord,

in your mercy,

C: hear our prayer.

A: Just God, your ways are beyond human understanding. Give those in

positions of authority wisdom and compassion for all who suffer. Bring relief

to victims of natural disasters, violence, and oppression (especially). Lord,

in your mercy,

C: hear our prayer.

A: Faithful God, hear the cries of the sick and dying, the hungry and

homeless, the lost and forgotten. In particular, we lift up in intercessory

prayer all who are listed in this week’s bulletin. (A brief silence). Bring

healing and hope, food and shelter, love and compassion to all in need.

Lord, in your mercy,

C: hear our prayer.

A: Loving God, teach us to seek your will in all things. Deepen our faith and

give us strength to follow wherever you lead us. Lord, in your mercy,

C: hear our prayer.

A: Eternal God, we give you thanks for all the faithful departed who now

rest in you (especially Perpetua and Felicity and their companions, the

martyrs at Carthage, whom we commemorate today). Grant that we

might follow their example of faithful witness. Lord, in your mercy,

C: hear our prayer.

A: Almighty God, you have commanded us to pray, and you promise to

hear us. Hear the prayers of your people and grant us all that we need, for

the sake of the one in whose name we pray, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C: Amen.

The Sharing of the Peace pg. 105
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IN OUR THOUGHTS AND PRAYERS
Offerings and Gifts of Intercessory Prayer

 Worship with our Tithes and Offerings pg. 106

 Offertory Anthem:           Glory to God in Music and Melody

 Offertory: "Let the Vineyards be Fruitful" ELW # 184

 The Offertory Prayer pg. 107

 The Great Thanksgiving                          pg. 107

 The Preface for Lent pg. 108

 Tha Sanctus:: “Holy, Holy, Holy"                                pg. 108

 Eucharistic Prayer and The Words of Institution (Opt ion #4 for Lent)   pg. 111

 The Lord's Prayer (17th. Century Translation)    pg. 112

 Agnus Dei:  "Lamb of God"                       pg. 112

 The Communion (Eucharist)                        pg. 112

 Post Communion Canticle: “Now, Lord, you let your servant go...”pg. 113

 Post Communion Prayer pg. 114

*The Benediction (Blessing) pg. 114

*The Dismissal                                   pg. 115

 Congregational Response: “Thanks be to God.” pg. 115

 Recessional:        “Guide me ever, Great Redeemer” ELW # 618

 Postlude

*Congregation Kneels

                                                                                                                           

                        V  i s  i t   O   u  r   W    e  b    S  i t e     a  t                                                  http://www.philadelphialutheran.org

M in is ters : M emb ers o f Ph ila delp h ia  Lu th e ra n  C h u rc h  C h u rc h  Em a i l :

Philadelphialutheran@charterinternet.com  Church Ph. & Fax: 704-922-5334;  Pastor:

Rev. Gary A. Weant,  Home Phone & Fax: 704-922-5191; Mobile Phone: 704-854-1947;

Pastor’s Email: garyweant@Charter.net; Parish Secretary : L isa Rubow, Partner ELCA

Missionary in Japan: M atthew J. Hofer; Organist: Amy Lew is; Crucifer: Thomas Kelly;

Acolytes:, Hannah Kelly, M aggie Pasour; Cantor: Linda Weant, Assisting Minister: D iane

M organ,  Communion Assistants: Nancy Pasour, Janice Jarrett; Lectors: Danny Adams,

Kate Brown; Altar Guild: Rusty and Jan Frid a y ; Ushers: Viv ian Friay-Council Rep.,

Counters and Tellers: Viv ian Friday-Council Rep.,  Announcements/Secure Building:

Viv ian Friday - Council Rep.  

Altar Flowers are given to the Glory of God and in honor o f Edward Friday’s 16 th

birthday  by Ed and Carolyn Friday.

MEAL

SENDING

Family Devotions
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Below are all those included on our w eekly List for Intercessory  Prayer. We lift them up

in Prayer during the Sunday Worship Service and we encourage you to include them

in your Prayer Life during the coming week. Please contact Pastor Weant or the Church

office regarding persons  whom you would like to add or remove from our weekly list

for Intercessory Prayer.

Nursing Home or Other Care Facilities: H.T. Beam continues in good condition

at M orningside Assisted Liv ing, 2755 Union Rd., Gastonia, N.C. 28054; Florene Friday

Bridger continues to recuperate at Stanley Total Liv ing C enter,  fo llow ing surgery to

repair a broken h ip ; Lillie Mae Rhyne is doing well at her new home at Covenant

Villa ge . Her new address and phone number is: Covenant Vi llage, 1351 Robinwood

Road, Apt. A-402, Gastonia, N.C. 28054-1699. Phone: 704-854-3510. Bonnie Friday

remains in fair condition at Bela ire Care Home; Clyde Lutz is doing reasonably well at

the Valley Nursing Center  in Taylorsville.

At home: Amy Lewis is recuperating at home while undergoing treatment for

shingles; Frances Friday remains on a restricted schedule and continues to make a slow

recovery follow ing a serious fall at home on Sat., Feb. 27 ; Linda Weant is making a slowth

but steady recovery at home after breaking her arm on M onday, Feb. 25 .  in a fa ll atth

school; Carole Jean Lineberger is recuperating at home fo llow ing a brief stay last

month at Gaston M emoria l for tests and observation; Carolyn Friday continues to make

a good recovery at home follow ing hip replacement surgery at Gaston M emoria l on

M onday, January 25 ; After a thorough examination and extensive tests, Colby Watts,th

son o f Bob and Evelyn Watts, has received the good news that his cancer is in

remission. Colby, his doctors and his family are elated and w ish to thank everyone for

their sustained prayers of support and intercession. He w ill remain under the doctor’s

care as he continues his progress; Catherine Lutz is doing well at home while remaining

under the doctor’s care and treatment for arthritis; John Friday remains in fa ir condition

at home and while remaining under the doctor’s care and treatment for a number of

chronic conditions;  Joe Fr iday, continues to do well at home desp ite a number of

chronic conditions that keep him under the doctors’s care; Billy Joe Devine remain in

fa ir condition but under the doctor’s care while undergoing additional tests on an

outpatient basis at the VA Hospita l in Salisbury; Lillian Gaddy, is doing well while liv ing

with her daughter in Bessemer City;  We also want to include in our prayers a ll persons

at Philadelphia and our local communities who are facing indefinite layoffs, and /or

unemployment as a result of the lingering economic recession  which has resulted in an

unemployment rate that remains at 14.8 % in Gaston County according to Mr. Mark

Carswell, Sr. Vice President of C itizens South Bank in Dallas and based on a recent study

of the latest data by the regional Employment Security Commission Office.

Others having special needs which includes friends, relatives, neighbors and

co-workers o f members at Philadelphia as well as the needs of people around the

world: for the thousands of victims and their families suffering death and / or injury in

the Earthquake in Haiti as well as the victims in the earthquake in Chile on Feb. 27 ; Loisth

Emmett, sister of Frances Lineberger, facing additional surgery on M onday at Gaston

M emoria l to replace an injured hip; John Hoyle, relative of Gail Leonard, undergoing

treatment for a liver condition caused by exposure to toxic  chemicals; The Rev. Dr. Paul

Weber, Professor of M usic at Lenoir-Rhyne University , undergoing treatment at Catawba

Va lley M ed ical Center, H ickory, fo llow ing surgery to remove a malignant tumor from

his sp ine; Russell O’Neal, friend of Thomas Kelly, who is undergoing treatment for a brain

tumor; John Corba , relative of Marie Corba and co-w orker w ith Linda Weant, who is

facing kidney surgery on M onday to remove a cancerous kidney; Betty Lewis, great

grandmother of Caitlin and Cassie M cM ahan, who is making a slow but stead recovery

at home follow ing a lengthy stay at Gaston M emoria l; Ken Rominger, friend of Edward

http://www.philadelphialutheran.org
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Cloninger; The Rev. Tony Baker, Pastor at First Presbyterian Church, Dallas, suffering a

serious setback in his recovery from a stroke in M ay due to a recent seizure; Julie

Stillwell, co-w orker w ith Johnny Friday at the Gaston County Sheriff’s D ept., who is

undergoing treatment for cancer; Judy Herndon , friend of Faye Cloninger; Grace

Jarrett, mother of John Jarrett, who has returned home follow ing an extended stay at

the Brian Center Rehab Unit; Frank Baumgardner, Cheryl Friday’s step father, who

continues to recuperate from previous illnesses; James Gilliland , husband of G ina

Lineberger  G illiland, who remains under the doctor’s care for a n irreversib le

neurological d iso rd er;  M ichael Shane Whitener, Diane Rice, The Rev. Dr. Leonard

Bolick, Bishop of the N.C. Lutheran Synod; The Rev. Dr. Mark Hanson , Presid ing Bishop

of the ELCA; the ELCA and the N.C. Lutheran Synod as the Church struggles with the

controversy, turmoil, stress, pain and sin of schism following the decisions in August

2009 by the Churchwide Assembly in  M inneapolis to adopt the Social Statement on

Sexuality and the recommendations from the ELCA Task Force that the ELCA change

its policies and allow local congregations and Synods the option to ordain and place

on the clergy and professional rosters persons liv ing in committed, monogamous,

homosexual relationships; Pope Benedict XVI, Bishop of Rome; the stability and security

of the United States and the m any people adversely affected by the continuing

financial turmoil and our grow ing national debt that has shaken the American and

global economy; the children and civilians suffering in the w a ke o f the continued

violence between Israel and her Arab neighbors; the troops serving in Afghanistan and

Iraq ; The soldiers and civilians killed in the continued violence in Iraq and Afghanistan;

for all who work vigilantly to protect society against the horrors of terrorism and for a ll

whose heart is filled  w ith hatred and the craving for violence that they may be

delivered from  captiv ity to evil and set on a new path of life that reflects the mind and

spirit of Christ; the victims in  the recent earthquake in Haiti the thousands of children

facing starvation  amidst famine in the Africa; the 1 billion people around the world who

suffer from malnutrition, food shortages and preventable  diseases; for  all who stand

in need of your care and for Bill and Melinda Gates, Warren Buffett and all

philanthropists for their examples of generosity and benevolence in giv ing sizeable

portions of their wealth to philanthropic and humanitarian o rganizations and

foundations in an effort to enhance the health and quality of life for a ll people.

We extend a cordial welcome to everyone.  We a re thankful to have you w ith us in

Worship and it is our hope and prayer that you w ill experience a sense of acceptance,

forgiveness, challenge, peace, joy, d iscip leship and hope as we are embraced by the

Good News of God's infinite, unconditional and life transforming love made visib le in

Jesus Christ, God’s Living  W ord .  We encourage you to worship w ith us often as we

celebrate New Life in Christ every Lord’s Day.

A Lenten Table Grace for March

“Chief of sinners though I be, Jesus shed his blood for me, died that I

might live on high, lives that I might never die. As the branch is to

the vine, I am his, and he is mine.”

–William McComb, (1793-1870), Verse 1, ELW  Hymn # 609

Caring Conversations
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We encourage all our regular members and all our visitors to please take a few

moments and sign  our register as it is passed down the pew . This helps us note your

participation in worship , your reception of the Sacrament of Holy  Communion and

provides an opportunity to let us know  of any prayers requests or pastoral needs that

you or your family may have. We a lso encourage our v isitors to  g ive us your address

and phone number if you would like to be placed on our newsletter mailing list or

receive notice of upcoming events.

Nurturing Children in Faith and Worship

Philadelphia is committed to being a child and family  friendly congregation. Our a im

is to provide a creative mix of resources and options designed to help parents nurture

their children in the fa ith at home and in Worship. The primary goal is to nurture children

in the fa ith and to help integrate them into the Worship life o f the congregation w ith

their families as early as is appropriate for each child . The Educational M inistry

Committee and Worship and M usic Committees have worked to provide a number of

resources, including  an optional supervised nursery w hich can serve as an alternative

nurturing and worship space for small children (usually age 3 and under). Also available

are weekly updated and age appropriate resource bags that families can use in

worship to further help integrate children into worship. If you would be w iling to serve

as a resource person in this effort o r in the nursery, p lease  contact Janice Jarrett or

Susan Lineberger.

P lan now to jo in us for the annual Lutheran Men in M ission  Fellowship/Fishing Retreat

at Kure Beach scheduled for Thursday, May 20 - Sunday, May 23, 2010. We need to

have everyone's $30 per person pre registration deposit by Sunday, March 14, 2010. We

currently have both levels o f the Lutheran Retreat Center reserved which can

accommodate an absolute maximum of 30 people comfo rtably. We must know  by

M arch 14 , if we have enough people signed up to make the retreat feasib le. If not, weth

will cancel our reservations on M arch 15  so we will not loose our $850 pre-registrationth

deposit. Registration forms are available in the narthex, from Danny Adams, President

of our LM M , the church office and downloadable from Philadelphia’s website.

To prepare for Next Sun., Fourth Sunday in Lent, First Lesson: Joshua 5:9-12: Second

Lesson: 2 Corinthians 5:16-21; Gospel Lesson: Luke 15:1-3, 11-32

Parish Mail:  Danny Adams, Pebbles Cloninger, Amy Lew is

Attendance   2-28-2010:     Worship  74     SCS    55

Attendance   Wed., 3-3-2010:   Food for Body & Soul :     21  

We remain in conversation w ith M r. Kevin Hyde, the local manager at Sonoco Products,

Inc., regarding possible newspaper recycling options across Gaston County in support

of the Area Lutheran Newspaper Recycling M inistry for World Hunger. We hope to

develops a workable alternative in the near future. For the time being the permanent

newspaper recycling bins will rem ain open at both Philadelphia Lutheran Church,

Dallas, and St. John's, Cherryville. 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

Thank you for the lovely flowers your thoughts and prayers and cards during my recent

Service
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OUR  STEWARDSHIP OF TITHES

THE GENERAL BUDGET

     BUDGET       RECEIVED        STATUS

02/28/2010      $    3,012.00 $   2,376.39 $    635.61 (under)

Year to Date:  $  27,108.00 $ 23,040.39 $ 4,067.61 (under)

For the year 2010, as of 02/28/2010 we have also received:
$     50.00  Building and Expanded Ministry Fund
$     50.00  Long Range Planning & Building Fund 
$   150.00  “Go Camp” Agape & Kure Beach Appeal
$   450.00  Area Lutheran Foundation “Move the Vision Forward Appeal”
$   861.00 “Haiti Earthquake Relief Love Offering”
$4,000.00  Memorial Pew Candles & Stands

                $5,561.00 Total Additional Gifts outside General Budget

Ed. Bldg. Roof Replacement Appeal Detail

Goal Received Remaining to Go

Basic $  5,580 $13,225 $ 0 (Basic goal reached)
Challenge $18,200 $13,225 $4,975

M emorial Pew Candles and Stands

Goal Received to Date Remaining Pledges         Total

$8,820 $9,101 $0        $8,820 (Goal M et)

surgery and recovery. It does my heart good to know  I have such a loving and caring

family here at Philadelphia – - Carolyn Friday

Our “THANKS” a lso goes to everyone who has g iven in support of the specia l “Love

Offering” for the Haiti Earthquake Victims. We w ill continue receiving gifts through

TODAY. Special envelopes are in the nartthex.

We extend a specia l word of “THANKS” to Gail Leonard and her family for donating the

materia ls and to Boyd Adams for dona ting the time, labor and craftsmanship in

constructing the beautiful caddy for the storage of our new pew candles. Our

“THANKS“ a lso to Boyd for build ing the beautiful storage shelf and  rack in the choir

room.

Pastor Gary and Linda Weant want to express their gratitude to the congregation for

the many calls, prayers, v isits and astounding bounty of delicious food that has been

extended to them follow ing Linda’s injury and recovery. Your kindness and support are

truly appreciated and we join in Prayers of Thanksgiving for the congregation’s  ministry

of compassion and care.

During the month of MARCH Philadelphia w ill be providing PEAS  fo r the D allas/High

Shoals Christ ian Social Ministry . C leaning supplies are always needed. Items may be left

in the fellowship ha ll kitchen or taken directly to the M inistry at their new location  at 110

S. Gaston St., Dallas.

Despite the fact that we have “frozen” Philadelphia’s general budget for two years in

a row, the above figures show  that the continuing economic recession, a lost Sunday

because of bad weather, unemployment, poor attendance in add ition to chronic
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Stewardship Is a Way of Life “Thought for The Day”:
 According to the 2007 report by the Empty Tomb Research Foundation,
www.emptytomb.org, an independent, Christian research organization that
studies stewardship and giving patterns across 29 Christian denominations,
some sobering patterns have emerged regarding our priorities and stewardship
across all denominational groups over the past 82 years. The Foundation
discovered that in 2005 the total amount given to Overseas Ministries involving
over 700 agencies, including denominational, inter-denomination and
independent agencies for aid, evangelism and development totaled $5.2
Billion. Moreover, if church members in the US had tithed in 2003 (latest year
available) an additional $156 Billion would have been available for the
Church’s mission. The Foundation also tracks consumer spending and priorities.
Recent studies estimate  that in 2007 Americans  spent over $525 Billion on
Gambling in all its forms! The Good News of the Gospel invites, challenges
and draws us into a pilgrimage of spiritual growth and renewal where we as a
people of God can reflect the earmarks of the Church and manifest a generosity
and discipleship as a Lutheran Church commensurate with the love, grace and
abundance of blessings we have already received in Jesus Christ.

levels of apathy and ina ctiv ity by far too many of Philadelphia’s lapsed members,

have converged to place us in a serious financial bind that threatens to have a major

impact on Philadelphia’s budget and potential for ministry.  We are already $4,067.61

behind in giv ing to our general budget in 2010 and we have already had to borrow

nearly $2,500 to pay bills from designated funds in the Build ing and Expanded M inistry

Fund – funds that the congregation is obligated to pay back in the future.  We need

to receive in today’s offering a total of $5,703.91 to cover checks a lready written to pay

current b ills and to support our  ministry commitments up through the end of January.

Please Join in Prayers of Intercession and hope, that God’s love and Spirit will bring forth

the fruits of repentance and spiritual renewal that Philadelphia can become the strong,

faithful, vibrant Church God has declared us to be in Jesus Christ a nd that this

congregation w ill not face collapse but w ill rema in a n instrument of God’s mission in

the Dallas community for another 243 Years.

Please take note of  Philadelphia’s new website at www.philadelphialutheran.org  You

are in for a treat! Compared to our old website, the difference is astounding.  We

currently have video clips of both the Children’s Christmas Program and the Christmas

Eve Candlelight Communion Service on the new website. The new website places

Philadelphia on the cutting ed ge of website development and internet features

including: easy, real time editing that is user friendly, greatly expanded sp ace for

content and features, easily updated, rotating slide shows and photo galleries,

downloadable PDF files, documents and forms including the weekly bulletin, the

church calendar and The Philadelphia Prophet. The site is updated several times each

week and has both helpful information as well as resources for sp iritual nurture. The goal

is to use our new website as a tool for ministry and outreach that will he lp  keep the

congregation better informed while also reaching out in a creative, caring and

engaging way to a whole segment of the population that spends a major portion of

their time surfing and using the internet for communication, information, scheduling of

events and keeping in touch w ith friends and family.

http://www.emptytomb.org
http://www.philadelphia.org
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EASTER EXTRAVAGANZA  M ake plans now to jo in us at 4:00 p.m. on Sunday, March 28,

for our sp ring nurturing event for all children , b irth to age 12, and their parents. Our

Easter Extravaganza will help children discover the connections between the bread

and w ine of communion, the lambs a nd  eggs of Easter, and the Bib le stories of Holy

Week. We'll explore special meals and the communion liturgy, learn about how  we

should behave during communion, make a couple of Easter crafts, and hunt for Easter

eggs.  Follow ing Sunday school instruction during the month of M arch (all four Sundays

w ill focus on "The Last Supper") and this event, children who have not yet received first

communion should be ready to  do so at the M aundy Thursday service on Thursday,

April 1. We hope to see all of you and your children at our Easter Extravaganza!

Plans are underway for SUMMER SUNDAY SCHOOL – June 6 to  August 22. We are

pleased to  rep ort that Linda Friday Bennett, Melinda Rose and Jennifer Early have

agreed to work together as a team and in p artnership w ith our Educational M inistry

Committee to develop and coordinate Philadelphia’s Summer Sunday School. Plans

are being made to provide special learning opportunities in family setting for a ll ages.

If you would be interested in serving as a host family, an event leader, a resource

person, a teacher or help by coordinating a craft activ ity, p lease let Pebbles Cloninger,

Chair of the Educational M inistry Committee, or Pastor Weant know as soon as possib le.

With p roper planning, now, and w ith everyone sharing the responsib ilities,

Philadelphia’s Summer Sunday School should be a meaningful learn ing experience

and a manageable effort.

The area Lutheran Churches that have been working in support of the Area Lutheran

Youth M onthly events hope to include in our Area Youth events a worship component.

The hope is to be able to offer an Area  W orsh ip  Service involving our Youth but not

lim ited to them on a rotational basis am ong the supporting area Lutheran Churches.

The worship service would include a number of additional Liturgies w ith various musical

styles and genre and would draw from the rich treasury of Liturgies ranging from  The

Liturgies of Evening Prayer and Now the Feast and Celebration by M arty Haugen to

those included in With One Voice and Evangelical Lutheran Worship . These liturgies

would be reflective of Lutheran bib lical and theological understandings of Worship and

would also incorpora te a  w ide variety of instruments including drums, guitar, bass

guitar, flute, clarinet, oboe, violin, brass, keyboard, p iano and organ. If you play any

o f these instruments, would be willing to commit to  weekly practice and share in a

monthly worship service on a rotational basis at various Lutheran Churches, and would

like to participate, p lease come to an organizational meeting on Thursday, March 11th

at 6:30 PM  at Redeemer Lutheran Church, Gastonia .  For additional information,

contact, B.J. Waelz at 704-729-6090 (email:  b jwmtbc@hotmail.com ), Ingrid Chenoweth

(704-472-3661) or Pastor Weant.

We extend a specia l word of “THANKS” to ALL  who supported and participated in our

2010 Dallas Area Chicken ‘N Dumplin’ FEAST la st Saturday. An initia l report indicated

that 1,217 meals were served and the event provided Over $12,200 in support of the

ministry of the Dallas H igh Shoals Christian Social Ministry  (DHSCSM). A more detailed

report and some pictures are of the FEAST are posted on Philadelphia’s website. 

We extend a warm welcome to Mrs. Christine Sneed from Cherryv ille who is serv ing as

our guest organist, today, while Amy Lewis our regular organist, is recovering from the

shingles. 
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Please join us in our Lenten Activities this Week

The 3   Sunday  in  Lent, M arch 7, 6:00 P.M. – Covered Dish Family Night Fellowshiprd

M eal.  7:00 P.M.– Bible Study, Learning for all ages & Worship (Compline) -

Theme: “Book of Faith: M arks of A Christian” Leaders: Janice Jarrett Linda

Weant& Pastor Weant (Come and Bring A Friend!)

Every Wednesday in Lent (Feb. 24 - March 31), 12:00 noon - 1:15 PM – Food for Body &

Soul. Worship, Prayer & Holy Communion followed by fellowship and a meal

of soup  & sandwich.

COMMEMORATIONS FOR THE WEEK

Sunday, March 7, 2010 - Perpetua and Felicity and companions, martyrs at Carthage,

died 202 - V ib ia  Perp etua was a noblewoman, and Felicity her slave, who were

catechumens at Carthage, northern Africa. They, w ith four other catechumens, had

defied the Roman emperor who had forbidden conversions to Christianity, and were

put to death in the amphitheater.

Wednesday, March 10 - Harriet Tubman, died 1913; Sojourner Truth, died 1883;

renewers of society - Harriet Tubman, born into slavery, helped about 300 others to

escape slavery until the institution was abolished. Sojourner Truth, whose birth name was

Isabella, was freed after slavery was abolished, and discerned a call to be a preacher.

Taking the name Sojourner Truth, she set out on an evangelistic journey, where people

found her testimony to be deeply moving.

Friday, March 12 - Gregory the Great, Bishop of Rome, died 604 - Born into wealth and

power, Gregory was for a time the chief administrator of the city of Rome. Giving this

up for a life in the church, he was elected pope in 590. He influenced public worship

through the establishment of a lectionary and prayers to correlate w ith the readings.

Gregorian chant is named in his honor.

Rituals and Traditions

Third Sunday in Lent

mailto:bjwmtbc@hotmail.com
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“Taking Up” for Lent
The Witness Committee is once again encouraging and challenging
the congregation to consider participating in our Lenten discipline
of “taking up” items for the needy during Lent.  Perhaps, you are
planning to give up smoking, soft drinks, chocolate or eating out
during Lent.  Instead of spending that money on yourself, consider
spending the same amount on others this season.  Or simply “take
up” the discipline of spending an extra $5, $10, or more, in addition
to your regular tithe or offering, on outreach to others during this
Lenten season.  Each Sunday during Lent, we will be collecting and
distributing items that are needed by children and adults in our
community and around the world, in thanksgiving for the many gifts
that God has given each of us.

February 21 Green Bean Sunday – We collected 46 cans of
green beans.

February 28 Soap Sunday – We collected 106 full size bars of
soap.

March 7 Paper Products Sunday – we will be collecting toilet
tissue and paper towels

March 14 Shampoo Sunday – we will be collecting new
bottles of shampoo and conditioner 

March 21 Peas Sunday – we will be collecting cans of peas,
our food of the month, for Dallas High Shoals
Christian Ministry

March 28 Toothbrush & Toothpaste Sunday – we will be
collecting toothbrushes (individual packages are
best) and toothpaste for children and adults

Thanks, in advance, for “taking up” this Lenten discipline
and responding with your generous gifts.
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Weekly Lenten Spiritual Reflection Questions

1. Identify and name at least one way in which God has blessed you this
week.

2. Identify and describe at least one place or way in which you have sensed
God at work in your life or in the world around you this week.

3. Identify and describe at least one way in which you plan to give Thanks
to God for what you have received and seen this week and how you plan
to translate your thanks and gratitude into concrete action that will give
honor to God, serve your neighbor and make the world a better place to
live.

Name:                                                                 Date:                                       

(An Option: You are invited and encouraged to place your observations and
reflections in the Sunday offering in thanksgiving to God as a part of your
offering and as a part of your 2010 Lenten Spir itual Journey to be shared with
others. During Lent we will post these offering on a large poster board in the
narthex so others can benefit from your observations, reflections and Prayers of
Thanksgiving. Additional copies of this form are available in the narthex.)


